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A Role of Pharmacists in Bioterrorism Response and Preparedness

Yuzuru Havashi, Mitsuo Saito, Ryuichi Hasegawa

Abstract

National Institute of Health Sciences

This article gives a brief review of a role of pharmacists in bioterrorism response and

preparedness,

The introductory section shows an old strategy in a war from the

history of bioterrorism. A general concept of bioweapons is described in the subse.

quent section. The third section introduces some policies of a city and state in U.S. A,

under emergency situations. In the final section, syndromic surveillance systems are

shown which use over-the-counter pharmaceutical sales as an early warning about

developing public health conditions. Also demonstrated is a method for estimating the

geographical route and speed of influenza propagation from the sales of anti-influenza

prescription drug at many distant pharmacies in and around Tokyo as a model of

disease spread in a bioterrorist attack.
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